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Telegram  from  Korolgn  Minister  Matsuoka  to  Ambaaaador 
.  Oshlma  In  Germany,  dated  24  May  1941. 

1.  Foreign  Minister  Flbbentrop,.acoordlng  to. your  report,  «as 

surprised  by  the  communication  of  the  draft  of  the  Japanese-  . 

American  understanding,  and,  was  suspicious  because  i  rads  no  ' 

concrete  reference  during  my  recent  visit  to  to  this 

matter.  Actually  i  had  a  general  exchange  .of. opinion  on  the 

Japanese -American  question  with  him  during  my  stay  In  uerlln. 

AS  the  main  aim  of  the  Tripartite  Fact  Is  to  prevent  the  American 

participation  In  the  war,. It  will  naturally  suit  the  common..,. 

Interests  of  the  three  powers  to  take  appropriate  .diplomatic 

measures  for  that  purpose.  Thereforp  t  « 

F  inereiore,  I  told  on  my. way  home  to 

the  American  Ambassador-Moec™,  as  I  communicated  to  you  by  the- 

previous  telegram,  to  consider,  (1)  that  the  tlSA  will  not 

participate  In  the  war.  and  (2)  that  the  TOA  will  recommend  peace 

to  Chang  Kai-shek;  moreover  I  declared  to  him,  that  (3)  Japan  ■ 

cannot  tolerate  anything  which  affects  the  Tripartite  Fact  even 

In  the  slightest  degree,  and  will  go  to  war  Immediately  If 

America  enters  In  the  war.  I  had  him  to  send  these  points  as 

a  personal  message  Of  mine  by  telegram  to  the  president.  The 

tts  government  proposed  on  16  April,  prior  to  m,  return  home,  a 
draft  of  general  agreement  concerning  the  regulation  of  .Tspanese- 
Amerlcan  relations,  which  came  to  my  knowledge  for  the  first 
time  after  my  arrival  In  Tokyo.  The  re  fore  i  had  In  Berlin  no  ' 
basis  for  a  concrete  discussion  conbernlng  this  matter,  and  I 
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have  no  had  conscious  towards  Germany.  Besides,  above-mentioned 

three  points  will  be  kept  flmly  by  us,  now  as  well  as  in  the 

future,  and  as  far  as  the  Japanese  Govemm'^nt  is  concerned, 

there  is  no  need  for  anxioty  as  expressed  by  Rlbbentrop  that 

it  might  take  measures  to  weaken  the  Tripartite  pact.  ”7e  made 
\  and 

this  point  also  clear  to  the  USA  by  measxires  taken  by  rae^by 

Ambassador  Nomura's  statement  to  Secretary  of  State  Hull  etc.. 

2.  Roosevelt's  real  intention  is  not  difficult  to  surmise.  I 

almost  agree  to  the  observations  of  Rlbbentrop,  but  I  think 

there  is  no  need  to  be  afraid  of  intrigues  to  separata  Japan 

and  Germany,  so  long  as  the  both  covintrles  consider  each  other 

the  Tripartite  Pact  as  the  flnnly  established  national  policy. 

Of  cauree  such  intrigues  of  England  and  America  will  be 

intensified  in  the  future,  and  the  three  countries  Japan, 

i 

Germany  and  Italy  must  Increag^gly  strengthen  their  moral 
tie.  Should  Germany  and  Italy  have  any  doubt'  as  to  our  intention 
even  in  the  slightest  degree  concerning  this  matter.  It  would 
mean  that  they  fell  victim  to  the  intrigues  of  our  opponents. 

I  therefore  sincerely  hope  that  Hither  and  Rebhentrop  trust  me 
whole  heartedly  now.  I  already  took  appropriate  steps,  and 
Rlbbentrop  sent  a  message  that  he  trusts  me  fully. 

3.  You  reported  that  Rlbbentrop  was  very  unsatisfied  bdcause  we 
opened  the  negotiation  without  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  German 

opinion.  However,  we  showed  our  utmost  sinoerOty  in  withholding 
our  answer  to  the  USA  for  a  week  (we  withheld  the  answer  after 
all  more  than  four  weeks  since  the  American  proposal  of  the 
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original  draft);  more ove r , , n ot  only  the  .Tapanese,  but  also  the 
American  Internal  situation  at  that  time  was  so  strained  that 
no  more  deley  of  even  half  a  day  could  be  tolerated  (we  had 
a  confidential  Information  that  the  US  cabinet  meeting  of  the 
8th  decided  upon  the  policy  of  convoy,  and  a  statement  of  the 

President  was  forthcoming  on  the  14th),  and  we  amt  at  last 

/ 

our  counter-proposal  on  the  12th  to  the  USA,  In  order  to  prevent 
at  any  cost  the  carrying  out  of  American  convoy  and  to  forestall 
the  danger  of  war-participation.  When  Rlbbentrop  said  that 

f 

”I  was  compelled  to  agree  by  a  certain  faction,”  he  entirely 

misunderstand  my  real  Intention,  this  matter,  being  historically 

only  the  fruit  In  a  different  form  from  seeds  T  had  sown,  in 

order  to  be  loyal  to  the  Tripartite  Pact,  I  suppressed  the  desire 

of  the  military  etc,  to  hasten  the  matte.r(thls  matter  has  no 

connection  with  the  Influence  of  "status-quo  party”  mentioned 

In  your  telegram,  army  and  navy  being  most  eager),  and  overcoming 

nuch  difficulties  I  withhold  to  dispatch  of  our  answer  for  a 

week.  Also,  that  oxir  counter-proposal  was  psychologically  very 

well  timed  can  be  seen  from  the  fact  that  Roosevelt,  upon 

receiving  It,  postponed  his  statement  from  the  14th  to  the  27th. 

$ 

At  any  rate,  I  will  do  my  utmost  In  the  future  as  In  the  past 
to  keep  understanding  with  Germany  and  Italy,  however  Japan  has 
her  own  standpoint,  and  I  don't  think  It  necessary  to  meet  the 
Intention  of  Germany  and  Italy  even  In  the  matter  concern  Ing  the 
execution  of  policy. 

-  3  - 


PURL :  http  ://www. legal- tools . org/doc/e8da9e/ 


DFP.  DOC.  ^16bl 


I 


> 


However,  you  con  be  assured  that  there  Is  no  one  In  our 
Cov^mraent  who  considers  to  deviate  from  the- Tripartite  Pact 
even  in  the  slightest  degree,  and  l  think  that  the  policy  of 
Japan  and  Germany  (and  Italy)  concerning  this  negotiation  Is  the 
sa*o,  and  there  la  not  discrepancy  between  them.  I  believe 
that  German  suspicion  has -thereafter  been  remch^od  .completely 
by  the  Intimate  talks  I -had  with  Ambassador  Ott  for.  several 
times;  yet  I  ask  you  to  explain  to -Rlbbcntrop  the  above-mentioned 
points  very  thoroughly. 
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